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called to teach

It is back to school time.  Here in Northern New York we have just completed the first week 
of school which is a sure sign of fall.  This is the time of year where many parents send their 
children off to school to learn from their teachers.  College students find themselves sitting in 
classrooms or online receiving instruction from professors.  

Our culture’s view of teaching is definitely shaped 
by our education system.  We see teaching as 
a profession.  It is a career that one prepares 
for by going to college and receiving specific 
instruction.  Teachers in our state are required 
to have valid certification from the state.  For 
these reasons, most people don’t view themselves 
as teachers because they don’t have a classroom, 
they never went to college to get the degree, or they don’t have the necessary certification and/or 
credentialing.  

When it comes to spiritual matters, all followers of Christ are called to be teachers.  Look at what 
Jesus said when He gave the Great Commission:

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

•	 How do Jesus' words here affect your view of teaching as a follower of Christ?
•	 What are you called to teach as a follower of Christ and how do you do this?

•	 Do you see yourself as a teacher?  Why 
or why not?

•	 How	would	you	define	a	teacher?
•	 How does our education system and your 

experiences in that system affect your 
view of teaching?
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Called to teach
 When Jesus used the word teach here, He 
was speaking of teaching and instructing as 
we understand it.  It is important that we note 
that teaching here is not merely the imparting 
of factual information.  It is much deeper.  The 
purpose of Biblical teaching is to shape the will 
of the one being taught.  We would all agree 
that the best teachers we have had are the ones who impacted our will and led us to actions, 
attitudes, and ways of thinking that are still with us today.

It was previously stated that in our culture, teachers are trained professionals.  We often look at 
them as experts.  Is the same true of followers of Christ?  Are they called to be teachers because 
they are experts?  The reality is that there are many followers of Christ who have lived a life 
teaching others spiritual truths, shaping the will of others spiritually, and leaving life-changing 
imprints on those they have interacted with.  They have done all of this but don’t have any 

certification or specific credentialing.  Many 
of these people are not considered experts at 
all, yet they have had a profound impact on 
others around them.  They really are experts; 
experienced in applying God’s truth in their 
lives and the results that follow.  

I think it is important that all of us expand 
our thinking when it comes to what God has 
called us to do as His followers.  Although you 
may never be a formal teacher as our culture 

understands it, you are called to impart spiritual truths to others.  God’s plan is that you would 
explain to others what God has done for you and what He desires to do for them.  His intention 
is that you would show them what it looks like to follow Jesus and what being Christ-like is all 
about.  He wants you to be a “teacher” with a “classroom.”  He has given you people all around 
you that you can have a life-changing impact on as you walk out faith in front of them.  

Below are several passages that give further information on our call to impact the spiritual 
lives of others.  They use words like instruct, explain, and teach for that is what God wants 
you and I to do as His servants.  As you look over these passage make notes on what you 
are called to do, what you are to teach, how you are to teach, and what resources God 
makes available to you as you seek to walk in your God-given role as a “teacher.”

•	 1 Timothy 4
•	 1 Timothy 6:20-21
•	 2 Timothy 2:1-3
•	 2 Timothy 2:14-17

•	 In what ways are you shaping the will of 
people in your life?

•	 Who are those people (those you are 
impacting with spiritual truths) that are in 
your God-given classroom?

•	 Who are some of the people who have 
impacted you spiritually like this (those 
who have “taught” you what it means 
and what it looks like to walk with Christ)?

•	 What is it about them that made them 
effective?

•	 What lessons did you learn from them?
•	 How can you follow their example?

•	 2 Timothy 3:14-17
•	 2 Timothy 4:1-5
•	 John 16:13
•	 John 14;26

•	 Psalm 119:9-16
•	 Deuteronomy 6:1-9
•	 Deuteronomy 

11:18-21


